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Heith Argow, Publisher

Promoting Good Forestry
Counts

Where i

In the inaugural issue of National Forestry mag-

azine a year ago we expressed our intention
“an advocacy forum to enjoin social

issues (environmental concerns), with the new

science concept emerging from research, and

the ever-

changing

fo
policy is forged.” Some of the current concems
for private family forest owners are described
in the Woodland Report insert in this issue that
i published for the National Woodland Owners
Association.

In the Spring 2007 (#2) we issued a "Call to
jocacy, after noting that “The U.S. Forest
Service as an agency is getting beat up for all
the wrong reasons. Environmental lawsuits,
Jos S lpport i e ood ndus s il
close, a continuing reduction in funding,
additional duties assigned are all Cantuting to
a ‘perfect storm

In this issue (#3), we continue to focus primar-
ily on National Forest land, and there is encour-
aging news to report. The lead story describes

taken by the Denver Water Boar
‘damage done by the disastrous Hayman Fire on
the Pike National Forest. Sharp eyed readers in
Colorado will correctly recognize that most of
the land pictured actually belongs to the City.
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The task is large and complex, but the
value and productivity of healthy forests
is simply too important to ignore.

[ 2
oA
N

Denver is leading the way with immediate fund-
The rvice has to wait its tur in
the funding process, but it has already com-
pleted the base valuations and impact state-
ments and started restoration efforts as money

becomes.
available.
Anomer

ature
lrom the
ky

Rocky
Mountains describes how District Rangers on
the National Forests are working with private
partners to complete the impressive Continental
Divide Trail System. They are following the suc-
cessful Appalachian Trail model used for more
than 50 years on that 2,000 mile footpath down
the Appalachians from Maine to Georgia.

Finally, there are two stories describing how
Forest Service refirees are rallying across
the country to give backbone to an Admiistra-
tion and Congress to do the right thing when it
comes to federal forestry. That is what we call
*promoting good forestry where it counts.”

In future issues we will look at both private and
state forests. The task is large and complex,
but the value and productivity of healthy forests
is simply too important to ignore.

—KaA

Comments Welcome: argow@cs.net



Ambitious Watershed Recovery:

Denver Water Board and U.S. Forest Service

Respond to the Hayman Fire Destruction

Robert Averill*

“The Denver wat feel the ef-

r for

fects of the June 2002 Hayman fre. This fir rolled
over nearly 138,000 acres of low productivity forest
ind adjacent to Cheesman Reservoir which i a key
water storage faciit for the City of Denver. The area
impacted has long been a focus of resource maniage-
ment by the old Bufalo Creek Ranger District of the.
ke Natoal Fores  great dealof concern s
alviays beer minimize the
mmmemume g gt ol ghe ey

i fa enjoying a stream o river
recreation. Water i the lifeblood of civlization and all
‘growing things depend upon it

‘The importance of water was recognized in the Or-
‘ganic Act of 1897, which governs the administration
o N orest."he it e tha o reion-
2l forest may be established except to improve

protect the forest, or to secure favorable. P itons
of waterflows, and tofris s carinuous ol of

mstumame Over-grazing, over-logging and o

timber
be e o dorestc, iy mmmg *igeon

over-use by ral law.” While
inthe past the il 1 pessge of
Front Range s a thanks to its 0 and the

physical characterstics and the conflcting demands
placed upon .

1f you live n the West, chances are that when you

el el vala s oy 9 v ofes
oo st e i vt e o it

Foreat ancs, Futhermors, It was reated and itered

i s Haragement e of 137, ths s
of the atna frets

B tetspa Iy s sk ok ek o

Crgic A ot 1 Endnged Species et

of 1973,

By the late 19605 the “timber wars" were underw

at a treatment plant which h
from Natonal Forest s T 100 yers o ncee.
“This is something most of us take for gr

We only *grouse” about our water when there s a
shortage, it flavor is off, or sediment n the form of
ool i of et ccony sopens. bl

et ey <ok
buy and adjacent to a National Forest. Many ofthese

“newbies" liked the way the forest looked and didn't
want any change to their view. Conservation educa-
tion was becoming fled with "t i be natural” as f
man vas ot prt of te evionmert. Th chalenge
o Nl s e

ste clear;
o sy el e

‘Robert Averl Retired U.S. Forest Service, Region 2 Forest
Health Program Manager

rom wrban ares e for the

dedy e Seaving Patur t tke 5 own Course

s best. Man as part of nature became further sep-
‘e fom the reakcs on the ground. Wil rees
continuing to grow in more over situations
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and hanvest outbreaks
levels trending would resut
down, com- n significant
petition for rse hu-
available mois- man impact in
ture within these increas-
nds-- ingly populat-
well as entire: areas.
watersheds- Buffalo Creek
increase fire occurred
‘Triggering just outside
Red Zor
drought or fire but ts 10,000-
allowed inse iy
outbreaks to to the small
r ove communities
ferger [and- around the.
n of
2 = o Creek
Oldmining ~ The catchment dam across Goose Creek and the road up the hill where significant.
towns and 3 sedi-
sawmill towns Platte and into
bedroom the . Roads
move o the frested ineraceof Bwcpos . cuses, aman e wae bt o te nicane

land. Revisions in forest plans
dffit forforeters to olect and improve e
e Vi il vl A

generadon of “ologists"” were brought it
e i s e
American public. Managing people’s interests over-

helmed efforts to manage te and, Common sense
forest Jtural needs

hanged. Additonal fires in ensuing years added to
the problem.

‘The peak of damage occurred with the 138,000-acre:
Hayman fire, which burned in and around the Chees-
man Reservoir in 2002.

Ifist becs the Cheesman area
o o o s RO . kg0 e 0 Butal Gl o B
the site- ictin 1963.
pushed to the
background. a significant
‘mountain
s the urban) pine beetle
forest wild- outbreak go-
land interface ing on then.
increased, the Direct cherni-
unintended ) control us-
consequences ing EDE was
of not actively the preferred
managing the treatment on
became the steey
more appar- areas where
ent. The Front timber sales
Range of Colo- were not in
rado was given place. *Fell,
awakeup ~ pile and burn”
Gallwiththe  Catch dam on Goose Creek just above Cheesman Res. Tons of sediment  \yac another.
o treatment
freor 1956, thefarright Stable vegataton s visble on the essstep sopee, however (TN
Hthesn inally, there

e rgon s s competingan anayss of
e ot o

s 3 umber of scatredtiber sa}e‘s, removing
the

Ramge tereed i the ousing de«sny T, the

of suscep-

e stands. The problem il today,

et large scale disturbance from fire and insect
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low value, and transpor-

oo v v,



native grasses and the planting of
ine on the terraces. Both the trees and
Grass became estabished, a\mough mortaliy vas

high on these eroded ar ighty sites. But over
e the healin took place ond recovery s uch
that the terraces were less visible.

Would the

that type of

ing different
techniques
that were less
visile, such
as carefully
placed hay.
d log ero-
sion bariers. One of the challenges of this approach
[ et s e cmeey 10 costarty monky these
arers i retace o Improve e 38
B e A g et e
Widcat fire were reburned.

Mountain pine beetle returned to the Front Range
in alarge scale outbreak in the early 1970s. Exter-
sive timber sales in green uninfested stands were

NATIONAL FORESTRY  Auturn 2007



Forest land,
have an

will improve.
or

it from fires.
and other
large scale
disturbanc-
es.

The area

around the
Denver

i Varies from one to three feet,
s conducted ol rany e of e i by

the Coloado Stake ForestServie A o s tere
e rod s Vil ths was il SIppaTL o
Teducing stand density to allow more s or

water collec-
s oniedd moniiig and e
el gttt yojen nd improve the
oo Toahs it o Saccans b
semmem runof wil be a never ending activy. And
or

, 50 did
the public support for managing the land.

From the mid 805 on, the use of prescribed fre to

reducefulloadng s implementd, Prescrbed

ourns ranged from at s 8100 s,
Wi Rt o egiad e

of windy and dry conditions, coupled wi
kg e e i G 0
treatments, provided the conditions for

days
of broader treat-
e s

Perhaps a lesson to be leared from the Hayman fire
is that in managing Ponderosa pine forests, stand
treatments need to be broad and bold enough to
make a difference in reducing large scale catastroph-

al Forest Management Act in t
do lte to reduce the risk of large scale problems.

Another lesson is that no one use of a forested area
a1 be maxiized wthoutseous i corse:
ces, Fincingthe Da\am:e requires the foresters
and the “aiogi theetie n i tring
e pet o SIS By 6 caes e s
of e e, s that I ca b Imprenes an pro-
tece) The peopl o e 1 e frested ares; o
e i mare et o o
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e cleare
necessary to pml.ect and improve these water
Letting nature takes ts own course s not a e
option,



Outdoor Recreation Under the Ax:
Working Together to Ease the Pain

Josh Shusko* photographs by John Fielder

Ata time when the Forest Service is under fire and
ting

feas. Managing 193 millon acres of public lands for
natural resource extraction, the recreational use of
300 mil wilder-

Conservation nonprofits are filing the gap between
dwindiing land man: and the ongo-
ing need to buid and maintain high-quality, sustain-
able recreational resources for National Forest users.
Forthe ontinetal Divide Tl oce, tishis
meant engaging thousands of volunteers in scou

e e on Divce Tra\l

generations is a

o cne o the .S, Fores Sendce has perforned

well for more than a century. Recent developments

are changing how the Forest Service operates and
s are even asking If the

agency has a future at alin its present form.

o, raising
Soaranissof o O an el e ol
levels.

Stretching over 3,100 miles from Canada to Mex-
ico, the CDT is the wildest and most remote of
the National Scenic Trals. Ranging from desert to

percent of
vice's budget in 2006 with a predicted increase to 44
percent this year. With more and more ofits funding
‘expended on fire suppression, the Forest Service is
stretched thin in many places and there are fewer re-
il One vi-

Y 000 feet, the COT passes
through 25 National Forests, 21 Widerness areas,
three National Parks, one National Monument and

nagemen resource arezs.
The US. Forest Service is charged with the overal

ity i property managing
recreation on our public lands, Recreation areas and
L T
number r enthusiasts, while
o e wiamess et o prevanting
damage to ragie ecosystems.

5pon planning, location,
COT in coop-
jon with the Bureau of Land Management and
the National Park Service.

Parts of the CDT are stil in the planning phases
and hikers must bushwhack through, or road walk

Josh Stusko s C tions Asistant with the Conti-
"nenta! Divide Tl Allance in Denver; Colorac,

10

around, incomp! e Trail. A complet-
ed CDT will make the backcountry of our public lands
‘accessible to more people and wil reduce the impact
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Continental Divide Trail

of trail users by concentrating them on a well-marked
and resiint pathway. Designated by Congress as a
DT

The National Trails System

The Continental Divide Trail s part of the larger
National Trails System that includes eight na-
Son scenic ot and 17 cations st vois
According to the National Park Service!
S e ot rOVES o ot vyt
needs, promote the enjoyment, appreciation,
ind preservation of open-ai, outdoor ereas and
historic resources, and encourage public access
and citizen involvement.”

With the wide range of national trails, the
numerous nonprofit trail organizations and the

ert,
roup was dlear.
e Prirsl o e Noione e Sy
was formed to strengthen the abilty of the.
Partnership's public and private partners to
enhance the development, maintenance, man-
agement, and protection of the National Trails
System.”

The Partnership also works to secure bette
il e vt fncin fo 6 nanproft tall
organizations nd the federal agencies that ad-
minister the National Trails System. According to
Gary Werne, executive director of the Partner-
ship for the National Trails System, that job has
fecome incrssingy diffcu. ¥nth curent
Bnecy e e

et years the Bush Administration it

Teiin 1578
in the erly years was siow and sporadic. This lack
o progress e to shrinking bucer, e plc
involvement and increased demands on America's
public lands, prompted the Forest Service to \ook for
a more creative way to complete the CDT. In 1994,
the Forest Service contacted Dr Stephen A. Fauselof
the Fausel

funding for the USDA Forest
Service to build and maintain the 130,000 miles
of trails in our national forests.

funding cuts have ranged from five to 20 per-
cent each year,” said Werner

et s e s O b
“Trail Allance, the Ameri-

nership that would support the efforts of the federal
agences,

Hiking Society, and the Partnership for the
National Trais System as having been success-
fulin convincing Congress to restore the fund-
ing for 102 level that has

In April 1995, the first for the
DT ws hld Vo, Colrado. It broughtgase
roots organizations, individuals, businesses and fand
manegeent agenties ogeher o the frt time ©
discuss the future of the Trail and generated great
deal of enthusiasm for the CDT. The Continental
Divide Trail Aliance, under the leadership of Co-Ex-

, formed as a
direct result of this initial conference and has played
a significant role in the story of the CDT ever since.

Donating their ime to be a vital part of this histori-
@l undertaking, and devoting themselves to t

hard physical labor necessary to buld a trail mile-by-
mile,volunteers have been the lifebl T
In 2006 alone, nearly 1,000 COTA volunteers contrib-
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9
remained constant for about five year

"\While this success has prevented the Forest
Service from losing significant capacity to keey
trails open for Americans to enjoy our national
, the flat funding level is insuffiient to
meet al the needs for routine maintenance
reconstruction of damaged trails, let alone
allowing new sections of the Continental Divide
nd other national scenic trails to be buil” said
Werner
For more information on the partnership for the
National Trails, please visit www.nationaltrail-
spartnership.org or call (608) 249-7870.




dod {8 s kel o A0S olrien:

eding ke o th backcourtry

nteers build new

trad,constrct i e Sl o el
maged stretches of trail, and Scout potenti

il o

COT loations.

To date, the CDTA has organized approximately

challenges that remain. The CDTA al

ess through outreach efforts designed not only

o enlist volunteer support

s of this onc Natlonal Scenic Tl A wel-con.
tructed and maintained Trail will allow low-impact

aeces  some of the most amazing seenery I he

country, inspiring stewardship rot only of the COT,

but of our public ands in general.

Greatnga Nationd Scenic Tral i the 21t Certury
d innovative approaches. By
engagvng nomraamonal” St sy
the COTA has
il mm oeton ot T Recety 320
mile stretch of the CDT was moved off the side of a
ghury 7 opereg i BB T i e o
vide Basin region anks to a generous
e rcreon easement oete by Aradaris
um Corporation. Developing relationships
Wi el o rumi b pesr avctr i
8 COTR ke a0y o o LAY T
Trail. It is vitally important to connect focal
it ool s of 53,1 leorg T Tra‘l by
highlighting the economic.
TS b W BTG o 3 ol
recreation resource.

To the CDTA, the vision of the Trall s more than just

igns, advocacy efforts and innovative
deas of the CDTA and other nonprofit organizations,
he rvice would be faced with an even
greater backiog of incomplete projects and fewer
recreational opportunities for the general pubic.

As federal funding for outdoor recreation in National
o i el e s e
coordinate icate the public and help

the land managers everage thelr Iied

achieve maximum results wil need to take
larger roles and will require even more support by
Volunteers and private sector funders.

For more information on the Continental Divide Trail
please visit v, cdtrail org or call (888) 909-COTA.
¥
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W Woodland Report

Editor: Keith A, Argow Comments weicome to:_argownwa.net
Volume 26, ssue 2 Late Breaig Forestry Nevs rom Washington DC ond State Capials___ Auturn 2007
ubshed for
National Woodland
Drought Sp reads Owners Association

To Capitol Hill

‘This summer and fall has seen an “Exceptional Drought”
in the southern Appalachians and Pledmont region, as well
as other parts of the U.S. The term used by the National
Weather Service is “one step above extreme.” As the owner
and manager of woodlands in both areas, | can attest to
the severe shortage of water. Fortunately, trees have a way
adapting and although we are seeing branch dieback, so far
little mortality.

wish the same could be said for members of Congress.
Most of their time is being spent sparring with the Admin-
istration over health insurance for children and the cost of
the continuing wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. With Congres-
sional attention diverted, our issues are side-tracked.

The biggest casualty is the Farm Bill (see next page).
NWOA and our partners—the Forests in the Farm Bill Coali-
tion—worked hard to gain better recognition of the impor-

tance of forests to clear air, clean water, natural habitat,
timber and to the economy. The House version includes
many, but not all of our objectives, It s a fine start. The bill
went 1o the Senate where it s losing its momenturn. But we
still have a positive attitude toward the final outcome. We
believe ft will be a bill the Administration can support, but
here in Washington, DC only time will tell

There is very encouraging news to report at the state
level, where members of the Alliance for Landowner Associ-
ations have made impressive gains. We describe six of these
on page 3.

Just in s a report of a “No Child Left Inside” act. s
first reports describing this bill can be found on pags
along side the Forestry Service Bureau feature.

s you all know, America has been in an election year
mode for nine months, and 2008 is two months away. There
is much change in the air, but that is why we are based in
Washington DC so we can respond quickly to opportunities
s well as dangers to woodland owners concerns.

—KAA
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